
  

 
 
 
 

 

“...If you’ve got a rich  

imagination, give it a whirl,  

give it a try…” 
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LIVELY TOWN HALL AT THE WHITEHALL IN MARCH BRINGS TOGETHER RIVERDALE’S  
ELECTED POLITICIANS AND A PACKED AUDIENCE OF RESIDENTS AND CLUB MEMBERS 

In the final analysis, the big news 
was not so much what any of the four 
elected politicians who represent 
Riverdale actually said — either indi-
vidually or collectively — but rather 
that they were all together in the same 
place, at the same time, and for the 
same reason.  What was most clearly 
demonstrated by the Whitehall Town 
Hall on a mid-March Sunday morning 
in the Club Ballroom was the aggre-
gate importance of the audience — 
the Whitehall community in atten-
dance at the event, including resi-
dents, guests and Club members — 
as influential opinion leaders in the 
Riverdale community, and not inciden-
tally, as a critical voting bloc. 
 
So it was somewhat ironic that of the 
four politicians (all Democrats) who 
participated in the Town Hall — U.S. 
Congressman Eliot Engel, State 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman 

Jeffrey Dinowitz and City Councilman 
Andrew Cohen — only Cohen is actu-
ally up for re-election this year. And, 
since he is a first-term officeholder 
and clearly the least well-known of the 
group, it was obvious that this was an 
important exposure opportunity for the 
Councilman, a chance to weigh in on 
issues of real concern to the Riverdale 
community, and also to put him on an 
equal footing and share a stage with 
his more senior colleagues represent-
ing Riverdale. 
 
The 800-lb. gorilla in the room 
Given that the timing of this Town Hall 
fell within the first 100 days of a new 
administration in Washington, the 800 
lb. gorilla in the room was obviously 
anxiety and concern over what Donald 
Trump and his domestic and foreign 
agenda portends for our country, 
state, city and local neighborhood.  
But despite this palpable tension in 

the room, there was very little of the anger 
and hand-wringing that has been seen at 
other Town Halls around the country.  Only 
near the end of the session did one solitary 
questioner get up and wonder out loud about 
whether it was time to consider how Trump 
could be impeached.  Even the ultra-
sensitive topic (to the largely elderly audi-
ence) of health care, Medicare, Social Secu-
rity and the whole of the social safety net, 
stirred up relatively little in the way of sharp 
questioning from the audience.  But it was 
also true that there was a sense, perhaps 
generated by the media, that the Trump-
Ryan American Health Care Act that would 
undo Obamacare and have major repercus-
sions up and down the line, was in trouble in 
Congress.  And sure enough, while (as it 
seemed) the health club ballroom seats 
were still warm, and Q&A’s still hung in the 
air, the AHCA did not even get a vote in the 
House of Representatives. 
 
The quartet of Riverdale politicians used 
their opening statements to underscore key 
items on their agenda, and some of their 
major accomplishments.  Congressman 
Engel patted himself on the back for refusing 

The “Home Team” showed up at The Whitehall on March 19th, and held forth for more 
than 2 hours of questions and answers.  From left, Congressman Eliot Engel, State 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and City Councilman Andrew Cohen. 

Continued on Page 2 
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to shake President Trump’s hand as he 
made his way down the aisle at his first 
address to a joint session of Congress in 
February — and thus breaking with a 
longstanding tradition of bipartisan bon-
homie Engel has cultivated over the 

terms of recent 
U.S. presidents 
of both parties.  
“This is not busi-
ness as usual,” 
Congressman 
Engel stated, 
calling out Trump 
for his embrace 

of the Paul Ryan “American Health Care 
Plan,” as well as for budget cuts to social 
programs like Meals on Wheels and 
public broadcasting, while dramatically 
increasing military spending.  “It’s more 
weapons and less of everything else,” 
Engel said. 
 
Senator Klein highlighted his legislation 
to make college more affordable, by 
raising the annual family income level to 
qualify for the Tuition Assistance Pro-
gram from $80,000 to $125,000, and 
also his push for a “College Affordability 
Fund” providing college students a way 
to pay off their student loans with 401K-
like accounts.  Klein also claimed a 
share of credit, along with Councilman 
Andrew Cohen, for a multi-million dollar 
restoration of Seton Park, the 11-acre 
city park that sits directly behind The 
Whitehall.   
 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz ad-
dressed the issue of overcrowding at 

P.S. 24 by 
h igh l i gh t i ng 
his demand 
that every kid 
in our district 
should be 
allowed to go 
to P.S. 24, 

and not forced to attend PS 207 in 
Kingsbridge.  He also stated that he will 
be leveraging his Chairmanship of the 
State committee on Authorities and 
Commissions (including the MTA) to 

push for better bus service on the impor-
tant Bx10 and Bx20 local lines, as well 
as the BxM1 and BxM2 express bus 
lines and the need for better “cross-
Bronx” service.  Dinowitz also referenced 
other local pet project issues, including 
his plan to install lighting on the 235th St. 
footbridge over Henry Hudson Parkway, 
funding to refurbish the Spuyten Duyvil 
NYPL branch behind The Whitehall, and 
placement of more USPS mailboxes, 
after many have been removed from 
local street corners in our district.   
 
City Council 
m e m b e r 
Andy  Cohen 
alluded to his 
role in refur-
bishing Seton 
Park, his 
Chairmanship 
of the Mental 
Health Com-
mittee in the City Council  as well as the 
push to refurbish the Spuyten Duyvil 
library branch.   
 
In the Q&A session that immediately 
followed the opening statements, the 
burning issue of recent increases in anti-
Semitism was a topic that all four River-
dale elected officials were eager to 
weigh in on.  While portraying anti-
Semitism in this country as “always a 
mile wide and an inch deep,” Congress-
man Engel took issue with the President 
for not denouncing anti-Semitism right off 
the bat in his inaugural address, but 
former President Obama also came in 
for criticism from the Congressman for 
not vetoing the UN’s recent condemna-
tion of Israel.  Engel noted that he is 
putting together a bill in congress to 
undercut the anti-Israel “Boycott-Divest-
Sanctions” movement that’s now sweep-
ing college campuses.  Senator Klein 
noted that he has organized rallies pro-
testing anti-Semitism at the Riverdale 
“Y”, and recently passed a bill to in-
crease penalties for anti-Semitic dese-
crations.  Councilman Cohen, identifying 
himself as one of 14 Jewish members of 

the City Council, stated that hate crimes 
are indeed on the rise in NYC, and noted 
that he is the “prime author” of a City 
Council resolution opposing the “B-D-S” 
anti-Israel movement. 
 
Sen. Klein 
did come in 
for sharp 
questioning
(“Why are 
you caucus-
ing with the 
R e p u b l i -
cans?” one 
a s k e d ) , 
referring to his leadership role in the 
Independent Democratic Caucus in the 
State Senate, which he co-founded 6 
years ago and which many believe has 
effectively dismantled the Democratic 
majority in the State Senate.  Klein noted 
that the bipartisan IDC group now totals 
8 State senators and he says it can take 
credit for helping pass important meas-
ures such as the $15/hr. minimum wage 
in New York State, as well as 12 weeks 
of paid family leave and his aforemen-
tioned college affordability measures.  
Some also took Senator Klein to task for 
his support of public charter schools, but 
he pointed out that he also supports 
funding for non-public parochial and 
private schools.  “There is a place for all 
types of education,” Klein insists. 
 
The emerging power of the “Indivisible” 
movement became apparent toward the 
end of the Town Hall meeting, when 
local representatives of “Indivisible 
16” (each chapter adds the number of its 
Congressional District to its name) rose 
to solicit support from the Riverdale poli-
ticians.  This grassroots movement, 
which began  largely as a protest against 
defunding Planned Parenthood with the 
women’s marches in NYC, Washington 
D.C. and other cities  following Pres. 
Trump’s inauguration, has coalesced into 
a national movement  to oppose and 
ultimately defeat the Trump agenda.  
Messrs. Engel and Dinowitz voiced sup-

port for the group’s aims.                    w 

TOWN HALL WRAPUP — continued 

POLITICIANS POINT TO LOCAL GAINS BUT BIG CHALLENGES ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL 
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 THIS and THAT PERMANENT CLOTHING DEPOSIT BINS PROVIDE  
NEW CONVENIENCE FOR WHITEHALL RESIDENTS 

A Whitehall clothing donation program conducted a year ago in conjunc-
tion with the NYC Dept. of Sanitation was successful enough to warrant 
launching an ongoing donation program, via permanent collection bins 

now installed in each of 
the two laundry rooms in 
the basement.  In the pilot 
program, Whitehall resi-
dents brought unwanted 
clothing in large plastic 
bags to the basement, 
where they were picked 
up by Sanitation trucks. 
 
The new program, titled 
“re-fashioNYC”, is a part-
nership between NYC, 
the Dept. of Sanitation, 
and Housing Works,  a 
charitable organization 
that collects and redistrib-
utes used clothing, linens 
and other items to thrift 
shops and other services.  
Pads of donation receipts 
on each of the bins are 

available to allow residents to document their donations, estimate the fair 
market value (up to $250), and apply to income tax filings for 2017.  
Housing Works’ primary mission is to assist homeless people and those 

living with HIV/AIDS.  Housing Works 
welcomes donations of adult and chil-
dren’s clothing, shoes, handbags, belts 
and accessories, towels, curtains, bed-
ding and linens.   When the bins are full, 
Housing Works can be contacted and 
guarantees pickup within 5 business 
days.   
 
In rationalizing the program, Housing 
Works states that “Every year NYC resi-
dents throw out approximately 200,000 
tons of clothing, towels, blankets, cur-
tains, shoes, handbags, belts, and other 
textiles and apparel. That’s nearly the 
weight of 900 Statues of Liberty!”  Thus, 

while helping needy people, the program also eases a burden on the NYC 
Dept. of Sanitation  and at the same time, keeps all of this material out of 
landfills.  That’s why the program organizers tag the entire effort as 
“Clean Closets, Good Cause, Green City.”                                            w 

CATCH  THEM IF YOU CAN!                      
Two important exhibits now on view at 
museums in Manhattan are well worth 
visiting for Whitehall residents, but time is 
of the essence!  The first is titled “I’m 
Nobody! Who Are 
You?” The Life 
and Poetry of 
Emily Dickinson,” 
and is at the Mor-
gan Library on 
Madison Ave. and 
36th St. through 
May 28. The exhi-
bit ion closely 
examines twenty-
four Dickinson 
poems in various draft states (including 
the title work and one other we like very 
much, which are reprinted in full on page 
6), plus an array of visual material, in-
cluding hand-cut silhouettes, photo-
graphs and daguerreotypes, contempo-
rary illustrations, and other items that 
speak to the rich intellectual and cultural 
environment in which Dickinson lived and 
worked. The exhibition was organized in 
conjunction with Amherst College. 
 
The second exhibition is titled “Turner’s 
Modern and Ancient Ports: Passages 
Through Time”, and is on view at  The 
Frick Collection, 1 E. 70th St., through 
May 14.  J.M.W. Turner is considered the 
greatest landscape and seascape artist 
of the 19th Century.  This is a major exhi-
bition that brings together some thirty-five 
works from the 1810s through the late 
1830s in oil, watercolor, and gouache 
that capture contemporary cities in Eng-
land, France, and Germany, as well as 
imagined scenes set in the ancient world.  
One of the most striking Turner works 
from the exhibition is also pictured on 
page 6. 
 
And PS! — Now at the New York Botani-
cal Garden through October 29, 2017, 
artworks by world-renowned artist Dale 
Chihuly are on view.  This is the first ma-
jor garden exhibition in New York of his 
innovative and colorful glass art in more 
than ten years.                            w 

Emily Dickinson 
Daguerreotype  ca. 1847 
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 GUESS WHAT?  WINTER’S OVER!  WORK ON THE WHITEHALL’S    GREEN ROOF HAS MOVED INTO HIGH GEAR! 

 

Above Left:  Looking north toward the towers of The Whitehall, workers are cementing natural stone facing to planting beds running down either side of what might be 
called the “main street” of the green roof,   Above right:  Compare this artist’s rendering of the same scene in finished form, showing all of the landscaping and decking in 
place, with the actual construction site photo at left, and it is easy to see  how precisely the design plan is being executed.   

Near left, top:  Once again, the 
sound of jackhammers is heard in 
the land!  Workers begin to demol-
ish area of the pool deck adjoining 
the top of the stairs from the health 
club lobby to facilitate installation of 
new bathrooms and a kitchenette 
on the pool deck level as well as 
the upper terminal of the handi-
capped lift.  Near left, bottom:  
Well adjacent to the stairs has 
been cleared of large decorative 
trees in planters and electricity will 
be brought in and the area made 
ready for installation of the handi-
capped lift. 
 
Far left, top:  Passenger lift as 
installed by Whitehall’s selected 
vendor Handi-Lift in place in the 
Haupt Conservatory at the New 
York Botanical Garden.  Far left, 
bottom:  Another Handi-Lift instal-
lation, this one at a medical facility 
in the South Bronx is basically a 
similar unit as above, but in a com-
pletely enclosed exterior location.  
Management  inspected both loca-
tions and tested the operation of 
both installed lifts. 

Above right:  We’re dishing the dirt!  A seemingly never-ending caravan of semi-trailers stationed on Independence Ave. and filled 
with “planting medium” including topsoil and composted fertilizer functions like oil delivery trucks of old.  Above left: The planting 
medium can be pumped up from the trucks through large vacuum hoses and sprayed to fill up the planting beds on the green roof 

Left: Corridor directly in front of 
the pool enclosure is flanked by 
planting beds under construc-
tion on both sides.  The arrows 
point to steel brackets that will 
anchor a series of solid teak 
uprights supporting  a pergola 
that will provide a cooling, 
shady arbor running the length 
of the corridor, and is one of 
several that will grace different 
sections of the green roof. 
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COMING EVENTS! 

.Saturday Nite  

At the Movies  

“Currents & Classics” 

Showing at 8pm 

In the Club Ballroom 

May 20, 2017 
Academy Award Nominee  

“Arrival” starring Amy Adams 

June 10, 2017 
“Music of the Heart” 
Starring Meryl Streep 

 

Bx Arts Ensemble for Kids 
Sunday, May 7, 2017 

“The Princess & The Pea” 
Shows at 1 & 2:30 pm 

In the Ballroom 
Watch for tix & pricing details 

  

We know where we’re going when we 
get off the elevators to go to our 
apartments but visitors and delivery 
people often don’t.  Now, The White-
hall is installing apartment locator 
signage to conform to new FDNY 
requirements, and to help eliminate 
the guesswork.  Add-ons to the exist-
ing floor signs opposite the passenger 
elevator doors direct visitors right or 
left to the appropriate apartment let-
ters (arrows) along the North-South 
axis corridor.   

Below: New  signage mounted on the 
wall leading to the East–West axis  
corridors direct visitors to those apart-
ments.  Signage will cover all apart-
ment floors including the lobby level 
(First Floor) and the penthouse level 
on both wings of the building. 

NEW SIGNAGE WILL GUIDE 
VISITORS TO APARTMENTS 

GUESS WHAT?  WINTER’S OVER!  WORK ON THE WHITEHALL’S    GREEN ROOF HAS MOVED INTO HIGH GEAR! 

 

Above Left:  Looking north toward the towers of The Whitehall, workers are cementing natural stone facing to planting beds running down either side of what might be 
called the “main street” of the green roof,   Above right:  Compare this artist’s rendering of the same scene in finished form, showing all of the landscaping and decking in 
place, with the actual construction site photo at left, and it is easy to see  how precisely the design plan is being executed.   

Above right:  We’re dishing the dirt!  A seemingly never-ending caravan of semi-trailers stationed on Independence Ave. and filled 
with “planting medium” including topsoil and composted fertilizer functions like oil delivery trucks of old.  Above left: The planting 
medium can be pumped up from the trucks through large vacuum hoses and sprayed to fill up the planting beds on the green roof 

Left:  Panoramic view 
looking south toward 
232nd St. shows large 
planting beds filled with 
soil and awaiting place-
ment of trees, flowering 
plants, shrubs and 
grasses. 

Photo courtesy of Richard Edmonds 
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Dear Diary: 

    While I waited on line at the post of-

fice at Grand Central Terminal, a woman 

put a large package wrapped in brown 

paper on the counter and presented the 

paperwork necessary for shipping the 

box overseas. 

    The clerk looked at a line on the form 

that must have been for describing the 

package’s contents.   

    “You’ve got to put something there,” 

he said.  “What do you mean 

‘depends’?” 

    “Diapers,” the woman replied.  

    “Ah,” the clerk said,  “Depends.” 

 

  — Carl Beckwith   

FROM 
 

METROPOLITAN DIARY 

I’m Nobody!  Who are you? 

I’m Nobody! Who are you? 

Are you – Nobody – too? 

Then there’s a pair of us! 

Don’t tell! they’d advertise – you know! 

How dreary – to be – Somebody! 

How public – like a Frog – 

To tell one’s name – the livelong day – 

To an admiring Bog! 

 

My Sabbath 

Some keep the Sabbath going to the Church – 

I keep it, staying at Home – 

With a Bobolink for a Chorister – 

And an Orchard, for a Dome – 

 

Some keep the Sabbath in Surplice – 

I just wear my Wings – 

And instead of tolling the Bell, for Church, 

Our little Sexton – sings. 

God preaches, a noted Clergyman – 

And the sermon is never long, 

So instead of getting to Heaven, at last – 

I’m going, all along.          
 

TWO BY EMILY AND ONE BY TURNER — 
FROM CURRENT EXHIBITIONS IN NYC 

(continued from page 3) 

Joseph Mallord William Turner (1775-1851) The Harbor of Dieppe: 

Changement de Domicile, 1826 — From the Frick Collection Exhibit 

While Bright Horizons at Riverdale has 
to date generated interest from some 
500 people, with 100 parents already 
registered via paying a required $150 
fee, the prestigious international opera-
tor of early childhood learning centers 
wants to especially entice Whitehall 
residents into signing on for their pre-
schoolers.. 
 
That’s why, according to Regional Man-
ager Christine Tarallo, Bright Horizons is 
offering a limited time waiver of the 
$150 registration fee to the first 20 
Whitehall families who do register.  In 
addition, of those Whitehall families 
receiving the registration credit, the first 
10 who actually enroll their children will 
receive a 5% tuition discount, to be 
applied until their children graduate from 
the program. (See photo story at right.) 
 
Ms. Tarallo says that Bright Horizons 
will officially open here in June (with a 
special presentation to residents in the 
Club ballroom, followed by a tour of the 
new facility set for June 22nd.) The 
center is licensed to serve up to 140 
children.  Children can attend a mini-
mum of 6 hours per day and 2 days per 
week, up to a maximum of 10 hours per 
day and 5 days per week, year ‘round. w 

BRIGHT HORIZONS OFFERS 
SAVINGS TO WH RESIDENTS 
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WITH BRIGHT HORIZONS SET TO OFFICIALLY OPEN IN WHITEHALL IN JUNE , 
A SNEAK PREVIEW SHOWS A COMPLETE TRANSFORMATION OF THE SPACE 

 

Above left:  New entrance on Independence Ave. is under 
a green canopy that color-coordinates nicely with the 
Whitehall’s service entrance canopy.  Above right:  Color-
ful activity room set up for two year-olds. 

Above: Large activity room is set up for both art pro-
jects (note cute sign at inset left) and STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, math) studies, an important 
focus for Bright Horizons.   

Above: Cute signage is geared as much for parents as 
students.  This cart sits outside a food preparation room.  
Right:  Large room set up for infants includes a whole line 
of cribs at right and refrigerators and warming equipment 
for kids’ formulas.  All students have individual place mats 
that list any  food allergies and nutritional requirements. 

Above:  Another room set up for older students demonstrates the 
variety of age-appropriate activities for each age group.  Right:  Tidy 
reception area has computer for parents to check their children in 
and out, and a rack of kids books available to borrow.  
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BOOK CLUB 
AT  

THE WHITEHALL 

Generally meets the last  
Thursday of each month at  

7:30 pm in the Club Card Room 
Check flyer posted in Health Club 

Lobby for date of next meeting 
and selected book title.. 

WHITEHALL  

WISDOM 

“The sun just touched 

the morning;  

The morning, happy 

thing,  

Supposed that he had 

come to dwell,  

And life would be all 

spring.”  
 

     — Emily Dickinson―  

Whitehall Residents At Work & Play 

MURIEL MINOFF LANDS HER FIRST SIGNIFICANT 
MOVIE ROLE IN “INDIE” FEATURE, “NOBODY’S SON” 

Longtime Whitehall resident Muriel Minoff has 
gotten fairly steady work appearing in TV 
commercials, alongside the likes of Alec Bald-
win in a recent commercial for Amazon Echo 
that first appeared during the Superbowl, and 
with Regis Philbin in a spot for TD Bank.  But, 
other than a minor role in one 2016 episode 
of the long-running Amazon Video series “The 
Perfect Murder,” and an appearance in an 
industrial film for AARP, she has not been 
offered anything substantial in feature movies.  

So, she says she was surprised when her agent 
emailed her earlier this year with lines from a script for an independent 
“short” low-budget feature film called “Nobody’s Son” that was going into pro-
duction in northern Minnesota, and is scheduled to re-
lease in June..  (The Academy of Motion Picture Arts & 
Sciences defines a “short” film as 40 minutes or less, 
including credits.)  The role Muriel was being eyed for 
was “Mrs. Hammer,” a kindly Spanish language tutor who 
befriends and inspires the title character, 12  year-old 
“Dillon,” played by Dallas native Jared Ivers, who Muriel 
describes as looking “just like a young Leonardo Di-
Caprio” (see inset photo at right). 
 
On location in rural Ely, MN 
Muriel decided to do a video audition for the part, and enlisted her friend and 
neighbor Barbara Einbinder to feed her the lines.  The movie’s screenwriter/
director, Brian Anthony Austin, was delighted with Muriel’s audition tape, and, 
after a second in-person audition, she found herself whisked away to the 
movie’s location scenes in the tiny northern Minnesota town of Ely 
(pronounced “Eeely”) where she says she was given lovely accommodations 
in a local lodge and was on set for about a week shooting her scenes.  One 
little glitch arose when Muriel found out her character had to drive in one of 
the scenes.  While she has always maintained a driver’s license, Muriel says 
she hasn’t actually driven in more than 30 years, so this was a major issue.  
The problem was solved by having a stand-in actually do the scenes when 
the car was moving, and Muriel sitting behind the wheel when the car was at 
rest.  The film tells the sad story of a boy who lives with a stepmother and her 
abusive boyfriend and is uprooted from an urban setting to a small rural com-
munity.  While Muriel’s character, Mrs. Hammer, is Dillon’s one ray of hope, 
she unfortunately is “killed off” later on in the film.  Muriel says that the pro-
ducers are hoping to get the short film into some of the film festivals, but its 
length means that it is probably destined for internet or cable TV exposure. 
That’s OK for this High School of Performing Arts graduate, though, whose 
long arc of dramatic achievement stretches from summer stock stage ap-
pearances with Burgess Meredith and Bob Fosse  right up to today.         W 

Muriel Minoff 

Jared Ivers 


